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President Gus Fridenvalds called the September 24, 2015 Adams County COG meeting to order at 8:31 
a.m. 

The following members were present:  Boroughs: Biglerville, Carroll Valley, East Berlin, Fairfield, 
Gettysburg and Littlestown. Townships: Conewago, Cumberland, Franklin, Germany, Hamilton, 
Hamiltonban, Highland, Huntington Liberty, Reading, and Straban. Schools: Gettysburg Area School 
District; Adams County.   

Others present were: Matthew Nickey, PA State Police; Bicky Redman and Sherri Clayton, Adams 
County Office of Planning and Development; Tom Fontana, Gettysburg Times; Eric Zaney, Adams 
County Regional Emergency Medical Services. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GORDON (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) AND SECONDED BY PLANK 
(FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP) TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 27, 2015 MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Pat Smith (Fairfield Borough) announced that the Treasurer’s report which 
showed a balance as of 9/17/15 of $8,738.29 and reviewed the expenses from the previous month. 
 
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY SMITH (FAIRFIELD BOROUGH) AND SECONDED BY LIVINGSTON 
(HAMILTON TOWNSHIP) TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT AND SENT TO AUDIT.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
  

NEW BUSINESS: President Fridenvalds presented Bicky Redman from Adams County Office of 
Planning and Development (ACOPD) to discuss electronic recycling.  Redman reiterated that the 
Adams County Rescue Mission cannot accept any electronic items for recycling at this time.  The 
Adams County Recycling booklet has listed the alternative locations and the ACOPD continues to look 
for better choices for the municipalities of Adams County.  Redman suggested that the municipalities 
and county may consider making donations to the Rescue Mission for their continuation of this service.  
The Adams County Rescue Mission has estimated this cost to them at $24,000 per year.  The other 
discussion was to ask lawmakers to change the legislation and allow the Rescue Mission to charge for 
these dropped off items at their property.  Redman and Commissioner Qually explained the 
sustainability of the mission helps with other issues in the county such as providing shelters for the 
homeless.  The County Commissioners have continued to look for grants and other means of funding 
this recycling.  The Legislative Committee Chair, Paul Bart, hoped to provide questions for the 
Legislative Forum on this issue and asked Redman to turn in the questions prior to the October 
meeting.  Redman agreed.  Additionally, yard waste was discussed and Redman told the membership 
that H&H Excavating in Spring Grove will take this type of recycling.  ACOPD has done a survey on the 
yard waste issues and found that there is some interest in a centralized yard waste facility but another 
survey may be warranted.  Other counties provide a centralized yard waste facility and this may be of 
interest in our county.  Discussion of educating the citizens on these issues and future endeavors.   
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OLD BUSINESS:  
 
AC. Collaboration Committee.  President Fridenvalds reported that this committee met and discussed 
the bridges in Adams County that will be rebuilt in the next few years.  There is a large concern about 
closing the bridges and detours adding time to Emergency Services response time.  Commissioner Qually 
suggested that ACTPO may provide some advocacy with PennDot on this issue.  The contact person is 
Andrew Merkel at Adams County Office for Planning & Development.  Discussion on the Rapid Bridge 
Replacement Program website that shows the bridge replacement schedule at RBRP.com.   
 
Further, Fridenvalds explained the Fuel Survey that was completed this month.  11 municipalities 
completed the survey and he asked for others to send in their information.  Results were informative and 
showed a wide range of prices being paid for unleaded gasoline, diesel, heating oil and propane.  In the 
future, discussion on a joint venture of the COG membership might be considered.     
  
Adams County Connected.  Barb Underwood (CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP) reported that no meeting 
was held last month. 
  
Legislative Committee: Chairman Paul Bart (READING TOWNSHIP) reported that the Adams County 
COG will hold their Legislative Forum on October 22nd during the regular monthly meeting.  The 
moderator will be Alex Hayes from the Gettysburg Times.    

Adams County Joint Purchasing/Public Works:  Nothing to report.  

Emergency Services:  Eric Zaney, Adams Regional Emergency Medical Services (AREMS), informed 
that the radio training for the county is ongoing.  He asked for all municipalities to complete this training 
prior to the radio system start-up. Zaney informed the members that AREMS has been successful and is 
working well with 1500 calls since June 28th. 

OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 

 Adams County Commissioners:  Randy Phiel commented the following items:  (1) the testing of 
the radio system is completed with great results.  The county will be testing with the Law 
Enforcement on October 20 and Fire Departments and EMS subsequent to that date.  The radio 
system will be in service as of the end of the year.  (2)  Phiel commended Eric Zaney from 
AREMS on his presentation at the Adams County Boroughs Association meeting.  (3)  The 25th 
Anniversary for Land Preservation was announced. Sherri Clayton, ACOPD, continued that the 
state association will be holding their meeting here in Adams County. All are welcome.  (4) The 
County Annual Staff Picnic lunch will be held on 9/25/15 including a dunk tank.  Phiel has 
volunteered to staff that dunk tank and all proceeds go to Wellspan Cancer Patient Help Fund 
and Free Mammography Program in honor of Linda Kranias.   
 
Commissioner Marty Qually announced these topics:  (1) October 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Brethren 
Home the Commissioners’ Public Forum will be held regarding Mental Health Services.  (2)  He 
reiterated the importance of the radio training schedule.  (3)  Human Services Building process 
will be presented at a later date.   
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 Township Officials Association:   Bob Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) announced the 

October 28th training workshop being held in conjunction with ACOPD.  This will be held at the 
Emergency Services Building.  More information will be provided on this training by email.  Also, 
the Township Officials Association will hold their convention on November 18 at SAVES.   
 

 Borough’s Association/ACTCC:  Mayor Ron Harris (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) announced 
two tapings will be done for these meetings (1) The Commissioner’s Forum on October 6 on 
Mental Health and the two Candidate Forum to be held on October 22 and October 28.   
 

 Schools    Brad Hunt from Gettysburg Area School District reported that the YATB budget 
includes some changes on pay that was instituted to allow for a proper pay scale based on 
responsibility of the employee and tiers set up for extra responsibility.  He stated that the 
municipalities and school district might notice that in their copies of the budget this year.  Hunt 
discussed safety concerns with school transportation and requested everyone’s attention to this 
important subject. 
   

 ACEDC:  Bob Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) announced two upcoming trainings for this 
organization on 10/1 – TIF Training and 10/21 – Finance Tools for Business. Sherri Clayton, 
ACOPD reiterated the importance to sign up for these trainings to be sure they will be held. 
 

 State Police:  SGT Nickey reported that the Adams County Drug Take Back is being held on 
9/26/15 at various locations around the county.  Also, that some of our county’s State Troopers 
will be heading to Philadelphia this weekend for the Pope’s visit. 
 

 Public Comment:  Commissioner Randy Phiel reported that there was an article in The 
Gettysburg Times regarding AREMS.  He stressed the importance that all municipalities are 
informed that AREMS is open to any departments joining their organization.  This is the case now 
and has always been the situation.  At no time, did they disqualify anyone from joining with them. 
 

 Bicky Redman, ACOPD, stated that a recent survey was done at HACC and she reported that 
surveyors included this response that Adams County is a “caring community”.    
 

 A MOTION WAS MADE BY QUALLY (ADAMS COUNTY) AND SECONDED BY RAYMOND 
(EAST BERLIN) ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 9:45 A.M.   MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Signed, 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Vazquez 
Secretary 


