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President Bob Gordon called the October 25, 2012 Adams County COG meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 
and welcomed everyone. 

 The following members were present:  Boroughs:  Abbottstown, Arendtsville, Biglerville, Carroll Valley, 
Fairfield, Gettysburg, York Springs; School Districts: Gettysburg, Bermudian Springs Townships:  
Conewago, Cumberland, Franklin, Germany, Hamilton, Hamiltonban, Highland, Huntington, Mt. Joy, 
Oxford, Reading, Straban, Tyrone.  County:  Adams County   

Others present were: Steve Neibler, ACOFA; Andrew Merkel, Adams County Planning and Development 
Office; Judy Chambers, Penn State Extension,  Mary Bowers and John Eline, Adams County Dept. of 
Emergency Services; Larry Martick, Adams County Conservation District; Jess Haines, Gettysburg 
Times.   

Legislative Guests:  Adams County Commissioners: Jim Martin, Randy Phiel and Marty Qually; 
Representative Will Tallman and his spokesperson Jared Cattrill; Representative Dan Moul’s 
spokesperson:  Chris Kimple; Scot Pitzer; Senator Alloway’s spokesperson. 

MEETING MINUTES: A MOTION WAS MADE BY GORMONT (MT. JOY TOWNSHIP) AND 
SECONDED BY SHEARER (ABBOTTSTOWN BOROUGH) TO ADOPT THE SEPTEMBER 27, 2012 
MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:   The Treasurer was absent so President Gordon read the beginning account 
balance is $6,925.78 and ending balance is $5,271.77 as of 9/30/12 along with all checks that were 
distributed throughout the month.  The report was accepted, as read by President Gordon.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  President Gordon asked Eline and Bowers from Adams County Department of 
Emergency Services (ACDES) to update the members on the new county radio system.  Eline asked if 
any municipality did not receive their packet of information and if not, please contact them at their office.  
Eline and Bowers discussed the new lap tops that are going to be distributed to police departments in the 
county since the previous lap tops provided to them were from 2005 and the new updated CAD system 
will require the upgrade.  This is being funded through a grant that the county received and there is no 
cost to the municipalities except for the need for updated air cards.  Police Departments must have 
internet access to use these lap tops.     
 
President Gordon introduced Steve Niebler from the Office of Aging which is a private, non-profit 
corporation and is not through the county.  Niebler underlined the need for intergovernmental cooperation 
and explained their need for financial support (25 municipalities donate to them in Adams County).  Their 
budget is mostly provided by the lottery but other support is needed.  Discussion on their Senior Centers, 
Adult Protection and necessity for upgraded internet in our county so that seniors can access the internet.       
 
Legislators:  President Gordon called on Representative Will Tallman to address the members.  (He had 
to leave the meeting early to attend another meeting).  Tallman reported that the House has finished for 
the year and Prevailing Wage amendments were not approved.  The L&I chair has plans to address this 
amendment next year with the possibility of a “opt out, opt in” type of system with Prevailing Wage except 
for federal projects.  Tallman announced to the members that House Bill 2530 was signed by the 
Governor on the approval of Joint Use of UCC Boards.  
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President Gordon asked the members about a possible need for information on the disposal of debris in 
the county.  He will discuss the same with Bicky Redman (ADAMS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT) and possibly look into doing a survey on the same.  He asked for any 
comments or suggestions from members on this issue.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  President Gordon called on the various committee chairs to give reports and they are 
as follows: 
 
Sharon Hamm (STRABAN TOWNSHIP) reported that the A C Collaboration Committee has been 
meeting and at the last meeting they discussed and gave input on the surveys to be sent out by the 
County on Economic Development.   
  
President Gordon asked Judy Chambers (PENNSTATE EXTENSION) to give a report on the Adams 
County Connected Committee.  Chambers reported that the 21st Century Experience training was held 
and they felt it was successful and they plan to hold more training in the future.  She thanked PSATS and 
the COG for sponsoring this training along with the extension office.   
  
Sharon Hamm (STRABAN TOWNSHIP) reported on the Emergency Services Committee.  They have an 
upcoming meeting but have not met since the last COG meeting.  They continue to work on the survey.    
 
Ron Harris (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) reported that the Joint Purchasing Committee will have a 
presentation for the members of the COG at the next meeting. 
 
President Gordon announced that due to the break in the Legislative calendar the Legislative Committee 
will need to wait until next year to begin their work over again.   
 
Emma Seibert (TYRONE TOWNSHIP) provided a handout to everyone regarding the Public Works 
Committee  Breakfast Meeting to be held at Rosie’s Restaurant, 370 Lincoln Way E, New Oxford on 
November 13, 2012 at 8am and the Presenter will be Gary Tipton form PennDot Municipal Services on 
the topic of Liquid Fuels- Do’s and Do Not’s.  This is a “Buy Your Own Breakfast” event and RSVP should 
be sent to Emma Seibert at nanna57@earthlink.net or phone 717 528 7363 by November 9, 2013. The 
committee is planning another breakfast meeting on March 19th with the topic of Joint Purchasing 
Committee.  She requested that the Management Committee consider their request to change the name 
of the committee and enlarge the scope of the committee and their next meeting will be January 15 at 
9am at Tyrone Township Building. 
 
President Gordon asked Commissioner Martin (who had to leave early due to another meeting) to 
address the group.  Martin recommended that in the future that the state highway department look at the 
closure schedules of bridges being repaired in the county.  The hope is that two bridges would not be in 
the state of repair at the same time.  Also, he reported that the Office of Aging building is in need of 
repairs and that any volunteers or donations would be appreciated.  He thanked the support staff that 
worked on the recent capital trial. 
  
President Gordon announced that the Budget and Nominating Committees will be making their 
recommendations in the next meeting. 
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OPEN DISCUSSION:  Adams County Commissioner Phiel discussed the intergovernmental cooperation 
that took place with the private sector on the Eisenhower Bridge. The tax appeal hearings end today.  
Further, he stated that the county commissioners are holding their 4th Community Forum at Arendtsville 
Community Center on November 13 at 6:30 p.m. and the subject is Agri-tourisum. Commissioner Qually 
continued to explain on the Tax Assessment hearings that the county has worked to provide fair 
treatment to all parties on these hearings.  Qually announced that the National Metal of Honor Society will 
be holding their event in our county next year which will include a concert and fireworks and he provided 
some history on the society.         
 
Penn State:  Judy Chambers (PENNSTATE EXTENSION) had nothing further to announce at this time.  
 
Legislators:  Scot Pitzer (SENATOR ALLOWAY’s OFFICE) announced a review of the various laws that 
Alloway has worked on and have been passed during this legislative year.  Discussion on grants that may 
be available in the future from Marcellus Shale funds through the Conservation District’s office.  Martick 
(CONSERVATION DISTRICT) was not aware of any funds at this time.   
 
Chris Kimple (REPRESENTATIVE MOUL’S OFFICE) announced that the various bills that he is working 
on including some that affect funding for our area’s school districts and the inheritance tax bill.  Moul has 
been contacting state departments on the scheduling of bridge repairs that was discussed by 
Commissioner Martin.   
 
Jared Cottrill (REPRESENTATIVE TALLMAN’S OFFICE) announced that they are tentatively moving 
their office to Abbottstown Borough in the near future and will get their new information out to COG 
members as soon as it is confirmed. He encouraged the membership to call their office for any assistance 
they may need.   
 
Boroughs Association:  Harris (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) announced their next meeting is 
November 19 at the Pike Restaurant. 
 
Township Officials Association:  Reamer (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) announced that the 
Association is holding their convention on November 14, 2012 and the PSATS Director Sanko will be their 
speaker.  Also, the Act 32 training was reported by Reamer. 
 
Schools:   Brad Hunt (GETTYSBURG AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT) thanked the Police Departments in 
the county for watching construction in school areas closely.   
 
YATB/ACTCC:  Tom Dick (BERMUDIAN SPRINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT) reported that the YATB will be 
voting on the audit proposal so that the auditors can be consolidated into one instead of three.  Boyer and 
Ritter have been selected for the Auditor position.  Also, the 2013 budget approval will be voted upon at 
the three entities during their next meetings.  The Adams County TCC meeting will be held on November 
7th and the moving date for the Adams County office will be in early December.   
 
ADAMS COUNTY DEPARTMENTS:  Larry Martick (ADAMS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT) 
reminded the municipalities that his department and the planning department are available for assistance 
in their adoption of the Storm Water Ordinance that was required to be adopted by July.  He underlined 
the importance of this requirement.   
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 Andrew Merkel, (ADAMS COUNTY PLANNING and DEVELOPMENT OFFICE) announced that the AC 
Collaboration Committee has been working well with his office. 
 
President Gordon announced that the November COG meeting is one week earlier due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday and will be held on November 15, 2012.   
 
A motion was made by Gormont (MT. JOY TOWNSHIP) and seconded by Fridenvalds 
(HUNTINGTON TOWNSHIP) to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Next meeting – 11/15/12 at 8:30 am at Adams County Emergency Management Building, 230 
Greenamyer Lane, Gettysburg. 
  
 
Signed, 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Vazquez 
Secretary 


